
 

Biodiversity Policy for Ashendon Parish Council 

 

Introduction: Biodiversity, short for biological diversity, refers to the variety of life on 

Earth at all levels, including genes, species, and ecosystems. It encompasses the 

multitude of different plants, animals, fungi, and microorganisms, as well as the 

ecosystems and habitats they form. Protecting and conserving biodiversity is 

essential for sustaining life on Earth and ensuring the resilience of ecosystems in the 

face of environmental challenges. 

As stewards of our local environment, Ashendon Parish Council recognises the 

critical importance of preserving and enhancing biodiversity within our parish. 

Biodiversity is the foundation of healthy ecosystems, providing essential services 

such as clean air, water, food, pollination of crops, and climate regulation. It also 

contributes to human well-being by supporting cultural, recreational, and aesthetic 

values.  This policy outlines our commitment to promoting biodiversity conservation 

and sustainable practices within our jurisdiction. 

 

Policy Objectives: 

1. Conservation and Restoration: Ashendon Parish Council is committed to 

conserving and restoring local biodiversity by protecting natural habitats, 

promoting native species, and restoring degraded ecosystems. 

2. Education and Awareness: We will engage with our community to raise 

awareness about the value of biodiversity, the importance of conservation 

efforts, and ways individuals can contribute to protecting local ecosystems. 

3. Collaboration: Ashendon Parish Council will collaborate with relevant 

stakeholders including residents, local agricultural businesses, other local 

businesses, conservation organisations, Buckinghamshire council and 

governmental agencies to implement effective biodiversity conservation 

initiatives. 

4. Sustainable Development: We will integrate biodiversity considerations into 

review of planning applications, use of land within the parish, and 

infrastructure initiatives to ensure sustainable practices that minimise negative 

impacts on ecosystems and promote ecological resilience. 



5. Monitoring and Evaluation: Ashendon Parish Council will establish 

monitoring processes (including agenda items as relevant) to assess the 

effectiveness of biodiversity conservation efforts and regularly review this 

policy to ensure its alignment with emerging best practices and scientific 

knowledge. 

 

Policy Implementation: 

1. Habitat Protection: Ashendon Parish Council will identify and prioritise the 

protection of key habitats within our jurisdiction, including wetlands, 

woodlands, grasslands. Safeguarding them from degradation and 

fragmentation through initiatives aligned with British conservation standards. 

2. Native Species Promotion: We will encourage the use of native plant 

species in landscaping, re-wilding, and habitat restoration projects, fostering 

biodiversity and supporting local ecosystems in accordance with British flora. 

3. Invasive Species Management: Ashendon Parish Council will implement 

measures to control and eradicate invasive species that threaten native 

biodiversity. We will collaborate with experts and community volunteers to 

develop invasive species management plans and conduct targeted 

eradication efforts. 

4. Public Engagement: Ashendon Parish Council will organise educational 

workshops, community events, and outreach campaigns to engage residents 

in biodiversity conservation activities. We will promote citizen science 

initiatives, nature walks, and habitat restoration volunteer opportunities to 

foster a sense of stewardship and connection to the natural world. 

5. Policy Integration: Ashendon Parish Council will undertake annual reviews 

to assess the effectiveness of this policy and provide progress reports to the 

community, soliciting feedback from stakeholders to ensure that biodiversity 

conservation efforts remain pertinent to Britain's ecological context.  

6. Policy Review and Reporting: Ashendon Parish Council will review the 

effectiveness of this policy on an annual basis and provide progress reports to 

the community. We will solicit feedback from stakeholders and adjust our 

biodiversity conservation efforts as needed to achieve our objectives. 

 

Conclusion: By adopting this biodiversity policy, Ashendon Parish Council reaffirms 

its commitment to preserving and enhancing the rich tapestry of life within our parish 

for the benefit of present and future generations. Together, we can protect and 

celebrate the diversity of species and ecosystems that make our community unique 

and resilient. 

 

 

Approved and Adopted by Ashendon Parish Council on 24th June 2024 

 


